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Dear Congregant: 

It is with great pleasure that we write to offer our greetings and to share the good news of 
what has been happening recently at Christ Our Emmanuel Lutheran Church (COE). Whether 
we see you weekly or perhaps it has been a while since you entered our doors, we are blessed 
to count you among COE’s faithful congregation. You are thought of often and we pray for all of 
our beloved church family. 

Among the many great things happening at COE in the last few months: 

 The Tri-County Lutheran Parish (TCLP) became official Nov. 1. Our alignment with seven 
other Lutheran churches enables us each to grow in faith by sharing resources and 
achieving cost efficiencies. In an era when churches of all faiths are facing declining 
participation and budgetary restrictions, the TCLP is an important accomplishment that 
will lead to many great things for each church in our expanded faith community. 

 COE hosted the TCLP Celebration of Establishment event Nov. 11, which featured a 
Praise and Thanksgiving Worship Service and reception. We had a great turnout! What’s 
more, attendees generously donated over $400 to the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America’s Hurricane Relief fund. 

 A celebratory brunch to welcome Vicar Roger to COE and the TCLP was held Oct. 23. 
 We served dozens of police, firefighters and EMTs at our Sept. 8 free spaghetti dinner 

for first responders and their families. This annual “Gods Work. Our Hands.” event is the 
church’s way of recognizing and thanking first responders for the vital service they 
provide to our community. 

 Our Sunday School is well underway and the children are enjoying the weekly lessons 
and activities to learn God’s word. COE is one of just two TCLP churches to offer Sunday 
School. Children ages 3-14 are welcome to join us Sundays at 9:45 a.m. 
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 Bible Study has begun again. Topics vary weekly and all are welcome. Visit our website 
at ChathamLutheran.org and follow us on Facebook for dates and times. 

 All 30 windows at the parsonage were replaced, which will significantly improve the 
heating and cooling efficiency of the building that is a source of rental income for the 
church. 

Meanwhile, COE is grateful to be able to assist our neighbors in need and the community at 
large with the following contributions: 

 COE hosts a free community dinner at St. Luke’s in Valatie each winter where we feed 
75-100 people, with thanks to financial support from Thrivent’s Care in Communities 
program. 

 The church donates annually to the Marion Stegmann/Ghent VFW Post 5933 Fund, 
which provides toys, clothing and food to local families in need at Christmas. 

 COE regularly makes monetary and food donations to the Ghent Food Pantry and the 
Chatham Food Pantry. 

We think you will agree this list underscores that our church and our dedicated congregation 
play a great role in the community!  

Thank you for being a valued member of our congregation. We look forward to seeing you on 
Sunday mornings at 10 a.m. May God bless you and your family. And May the God of hope fill 
you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the 
Holy Spirit (Romans 15: 13). 

With God’s Love, 
The COE Council  


